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,Yes, Cuba does have a future,
but what it does not have,
is a present”
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And we became Butterflies

’ My farher build the house in 1926, when he
was in a good position. The price of the land
in Vedado was low. This was one of che firs
houses build in the neighborhood. They had
o came from Central Havanna ro this place

by milroad, so it was in the ourskins of Havanna. He

irrrested most of his money in chis honse

«He was working ar the milroad company of Caba.
In chis dime the milroad businesswas grear, becanse ar
char time, we didn't had the cencral road from nocth
o south. All cranspomarion, not only for the people,
for example sugar was rransporred with the railroad,
as [ sad, the railroad was a good business”

wHe starced as a low class employee ar the ad minisera-
rion. Beginning of the 19th cenmury, there was a spe-
clal line in the northern parr of the central provinces
and rhis railread was in bad conditon, icwas noowell
adminiscrared and several managers dido't do iz well”

wBecause my father was very formal and correct wor-
king man, so even he was a low clas employee, they
decided o send him in the northerm irLces, o s2e
if he could solve the problem, and he did™

olhe mailroad was after thar in such a good condi-
rion they named my father the vice-president of cthe
railroad company Thar was around 1915, 1920, so-
mething lile char. Then from then on, my facher was
a high posr officer, he was the vice president. The pre-
sident at this tme was this Colone] Taaffa. He was
not only a railroad man, he was also a sugar man, he
owned thres or four sugar facrories. He and my farher

got along very, very well
As a marrer of face, my name Jose Miguel is after him,

Conversations with Jose Miguel Alonso

he was called Jose Miguel Taratfa, so I was called after
him. They were such good friend <"

wlhe milroad was a good business, as [ said, undl
1940. A cenrral road was build in 1930 and che price
for cranspormacion was lower by buses and wrucks, and
the railroad began to deminiche, and the rail road gor
worch and worth every year, unril now!

»] was bom here, in this house, seven years after che
house was build, in 1933 and I have been living here
since than. [ would say | am one of che very view owr-
ners of a place more or less big then chis house, who is
arill living in ir.

Iwould say, we are less then half docent owners, how
mill life in there place. Because many died, becanse
they was old, some left the counrry after the revoluri-
an and some of them have traded che housss, becanse
they are difficulr o maintain, they have maded ir w
the government for somethingsmaller. OFf course they
gotsome money, maybe a rens of whar icwas acrually
worth, but they gor some money and chey moved
a smaller place”

«MNothing happened to me, bur a lor could have hap-
pened, because [ knew many people who b ad mw
change there honse against chere will”

o close friend of me, a very, very famous sergeanr in
Havanna, he was even president of the medical asso-
ciarion in Cuba. He had oo move from his own place,
becanse the government wanted his house for che ms-
sian embassy. They gave him an other house, bur he
had to leave his honss. So chis iz not chearetical, chis
is real, thar many people had o mowve, had o change.
Moching happened o me, bur all che time it was, like

the spare of damodes, thar anything could happen,
especially as chis is a big place. We where worried thar
ar one moment we could have some wouble. This siou-
arion lasred unril the sevenries, nor any longer”

=lhe house had a good mainenance every rao or
three years, by painring and repairing bur char stop-
pedin 1950, when my facher gor seriousy sick.

5o there were not many parties and the mainrenance
of the house scopped, for example che big door you
see in the salon, that has been closed since char time.
The situaton of the house is more or less the same as
irwas ar thar cime?

=] am the youngest, we were three brothers and raro
sisters. | came long after them, my older brochers and
sisters, they are two years from each ocher, [ came
elghr years larer.

I was my fathers favorite son, becanse | was che
youngest, not becaunse of any other reason. My elder
brother and sister felr perhaps a lirtle jeal ous, becanse
of chis preference of my father, and espedially, becanse
of the difference in age, they were very close wogether,
I wmsn't so and thers habirs and thers inerescs, was
very close among them, [ was a lircle bir different, be-

canse [ was cighr years younger®

oI don't remember much my elder brocher, who su-
died abroad in the united soaees. [ den’t remember
secing him often in the house when he came from
the stares, he studied ar the MIT in Boston, When
he came back he starred wo work quier soon and he
got married, so I don't remember my oldest brother
minch living in the house. The smmewich my sister, she
got married in 1946, when she left cthe house, [ was
thirreen years old. *
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Diana

wFirst 1 slepr in my farhers bedroom, I had a small
bed just by his side. When my oldest brother left the
house, because he gor married, I moved in the room
mogecher with my other brother, who comes just be-
fore me. *

w# hen I gor married I rried o do a small change, bur
it did norwork oor. [ had my own dinning roosm up-
stairs and the madirional dinning room downsmairs
wasn't been used, [ wied o make a music room there,
bur fnally we didn't like iv and didn’t used ic much,
so we sold our old dinning room fumitores and
broughe our new fumirmres in the dinning room and
everyrhing has stayed as it is, since then. Nothing has
changed much, ivwas always like thac”

«1he furnirure of the salon I gor when I gor
married, the lamps are specially made for
my wedding. The piano in the salon, thar is
a pinolla, thar is a piano, bur i has also some
paper rolls inside, elecrrical moved wo produ-
ce music and [ remember my brother singing
ro it. The music is made by the moving of the
paper roll. This was very common in the old
rimes, around the forries, thar would be seven-
ry years ago. They used o sing there”

wlhe funny srory is chis, my e sisters soo-
died piano and gairar and they never thoughr
I would play che piano. They didn't do bad-
by, bur they didn't enjoy ir, the didn't enjoy ic
much, they did it because my mocher wanred
them ro play, bur not becanse chey like ir and
finally they gave it up, and never used the pi-
ano again and never talked o me aboor
having piano lessons, bur when [ was scudying
in the high school, there was a school maid,
he was the son of very famous composer. He
was avery good fiend of mine, he did play the
piano a livde bir, he played by ear, he wasn't
studying it properly, and I enjoyed his playing
and I starced ro play also by ear and I had a
good ear, bur in chis time I was scodying on
the high school and than [ was enrering uni-
versity and wenr to the stares and [ had not
much time to kam the piano properly. The
funny ching is, my sisvers was made o stody i,

wlhe upper room was the servancs room, after the
revolurion, when my sister died, all our life was ups-
rairs and we decided o comvert che servant room, as
we had no servanes, in o the Kochen, and the small
room in frone of the kirchen was comeerred in o the
dinning reom. Only for some very special occasions
we nsed the downstairs dinning room and che downs-
rairs kirchen, so we are living upstairs most of the time
and we are using the small kirchen in the old servants

oI,

o Lhere were thee servanes. One downsrairs and one
upstairs, those rwo lived in che house and there was
cook, hewasn't living in the house, so there were thiee
servante They cleaned the floor and the fumime and
the downstairs servane served lunch and dinner and
ckaned dowmsrairs, thar was usually a male servant
and the servanr working in the upstairs room, was
nsually a woman, spanish, a spanish woman. [ was
very close m her, she prepared breakfase and she dea-
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ned che bedrooms and che bathroom. The cook used
to buy many things, sometimes chings were bonghr ar
gpecial markers and somerimes chings were brooghe
oo the house™

oMy mother just ok care of the house, she didn®
work. She ordered the servanes, told them whart w
do, how to do it and helped my father also wich the
Anances:

wwe haven't been in che Tropicana Cabarer for perhaps
rwenty years, for many reasons, first it is very expen-
sive, second the show is nor good, well, i is nor good
for me, it doesn't deserve the money you are going
gpend and I don't have friends char can go with me,
thar would enjoy the show!

r =

e
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and they didn'r like it and I wasn't, and T liked ic”

wIn the old rimes Tropicana cosc for a nighr, a normal
nighr, 25 dollars, for a couple, [ used to go with Jossie.
25 dollars thar would cover the cost of a good spanish
liquenr, a brandy, perhaps whisky, perhaps a couple
of sandwiches and thar would cost 25 dollars, with a
very good show, well the show, was a licde specracul ar.
They used ro bring a lor of foreign arrist, good arrists
like Edich Piaf, or Frank Sinarra or Mar King Cole, or
Tay Chevalier, very well known people.

Ir was cheap, you know why, because of the gambling
rooms, we did not pay for the expenses, we just pa-
yed a lirtle for our drinks and food, the main coscwas
payed by che gambling rooms. When the revoluton
wook over the gambling was scopped. 5o the nighr-
club doesn't have much money now wo pay for the ar-
tists, 50 whar they have now are cuban arrists, which
are normally not very good and so moscly che make a
gpectacle, you know some black girls with a nice ass,
not very properly dressed, but they oy o make ir im-

pressive’

«In the old times you had a more or less good show,

11

good fignres, good costumes, not in our days, bac sdll
until mow, it is very specracular, bur now ic cost you o
enter in the Tropicana abour 80 dollars, per person,
so if you have nor a good show, it cost you a lor of
money, you have not many friends you can go with, so
We are not incerested:

=1he revolurion had a big impacr. I graduared shordy
before the revolotion ok over, [ graduared in 1957
and the mvoludon ook over in 1960, The politcal
situarion was quier bad ar char moment, the Barista
Regime was in bad shape, chere was a lor of killing in
the streers, many people knew char the siruarion was
not going o las, bu they didn't know whar is going
o happen”

»] was working in an american and german yeast

facrory in the south of Havanna. [ was doing
quier well chere, it was a small facrory, when
the revoluton wook over in 1980, &1 the na-
rionalist all industries and encerprises, and my
facvory was natonalist wo. 5o, they left me
out. They said chey had rwo rechnicians in che
facrory. The ocher one was in favor of the revo-
lurion, and [ was neurral , so chey decided o
keep the ocher one and I lost my job!
My brochers had have some good jobs, I would
gay high level jobs, bur it happened o them,
whar happened o me, because of the sitnari-
omn, they los chere jobs’

=Each of my brothers had four, five or six
children. Whar could you do with four of five
children. There was no choice for chem, as w
leave, so, all left, and I stayed, as [ had no child-
ren and [ had just grad nared”

»lhe mvoludon was not whar the people
thoughr it would be, az a marer of fact for
middle and high class people, they lost cher
jobs, chey lost a lor of there properties, and
the life was very different, it changed o bad,
not w good. For poor people, I don't know if

many of them have gor whar they expecred,
but I knowr, they was nor sarished”

» Lhe economy was very bad unril 1970, when
the rmssian began ro help us wich many producrs, che
sirnarion stabilized, so I smayed waiting for a change
» - thar never came"

=During the first year of the revolution the polirical
sirnarion was not only difficulr, there was a loc of pro-
blems, we call it excremism, not only wich the people
there was not in favor with che revolurion, also among,
the symparhizers. There was ulwa extremists. For ex-
ample, if 1 member of the parry had family abroad he
could nor accepr a gift from his family if chey where
abroad, it was nor considered righr o have relarion
by wlephone or by lerter wich chem., it was not con-
sidered righr, even s0 some people in high post, did
have relarions wich family abroad, bur many of them
was criticized, because cthey was having some relarions
with there families”

=Une example, a school maid of my wife, they studied
in the same catholic school and she became 3 com-
munist and she was known w be very extreme, a ext-
remist and once thisgirl, the friend of my wife, recei-
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ved some gifts from here family from Florida and she
made a fire in her neighborhood, she starred che fire
and throw all her gifts she received from her family in
the fire to rell the people, ctharshe was really a commu-
nist and she did nor accepr gifts from her family”

o [his we knew, it happened, thar was not a rumor, we
knew abour chis. This was for ten, rwebve years, atter

ten, twelve years, because, perhaps the economy was
not in a very good shape or perhaps chey changed
there mind, they decided vo accepe visits from abroad
and those who came where families of the people
here, former Cubans, and when chey came, of conres
they where in berrer economy simarion, chey broughe
a lot of gifta

In this case, when they wanued the people from the
stares 1o come to visit there families to bring gifts
and bring money, all this people where very
appreciated, they where, how do yon sy, they
where given the opportunicy, they wher very
welcome, so it was a very big change, bur in a
wvery shorr me, all of a sudden, all those people
were, how do you call i, who was not in good
gracewith this counory, all of a sudden they were
very welcome and many people where quier sur-
prised”

wLon keniowr chere is a word, for thoss who did noc
sympachize with the gowrnment, they where
called worms. When they wanred to criicizes all
those, they said, we don't wanr worms in Cuba
any longer.

Sowhen all these people from che stares starting
o come, and then, people began o ask whar
happened o the worms, we said, chey mmed in
o burcerfies?

oMy morcher stayed in Havanna unril 1970, bur
becanse all of here children and grandchildren
and grand grand children wherein the stares, she
decided o leave roo!

oMy sisrer just died, ren days ago and I have now
only one brocher lefe. He is srill living in Flaori-
da, who is now B8, he used o work in the sugar
business. My oldest brocher died abour ren years
ago.

My sigrer was ok, almost six month ago, she had. noca
stroke, how do you call it, when you loose your mind,
ischemia, she had ischemia, abour six month ago and
then she lost most of her mind. My brother kepr in
conract with me and was relling me, how she felr,
thar she was asking abour her facher, abonr my self,
and things like thar, bur she lost her mind, almosr sic

monch ago?

o e have had close contacrs, by lerwers, by relephone
and friends thar rravels and Tam in close conract unril
now, we had very good reladons, burt they have many
children, chey have many problems and chey have not
been able, or interested visiting Havanna, they wan-
red me o come to the states, too!

ul tried to visic my mother I vold you she left in 1570,
she was quier old in the eighries, she died ninery years
ald, I cried to visic here in che eighries and eighoy five,
she finally died in 1988, bur chey didn't allow me, be-
cause the Coban government didn't allow me o go

o visit her, becanse they concluded, becanse [ wasa

mgar wechnician, I knew rade secrets or commercial
secrers, and chey didn't alloar me o wravel, char's whar
they told me

o That wasn't orue ar all, because [ am noc a commer-
clal man, I am a wchnician, a rechnologist and [ didn'
kenorr anything abourteconomy or wade. I cied rwice,
l asked permission rwice, my mother ar thar rime was,
very old, nearby ninery years. She had an operadon of
cancer, she was almost blind and ninery years old, she
had also bone problems, she was in a wheelchair, so
she couldn’t come and I wied o visic her, they didn'
allowr me o o™

oI could b2 done now, not before, it conld be done

now, but [ am living alone wicth my wife, the honse

is very hig. it has lor of problems, the warer pump,
the elecrricity, so and so on, you have o rake care of
it almost every day. I can not leave my wite alone. Ir
would be impossible. Wounld you leave a place like chis

alone ¥

»] never thonghe abour leaving the country, as I ald
you, | was alone with my wife, we expected some
change, we did not have children and some other per-
sonal reasons, we never gor imvolved in chis problems

people rying ro Aed away?

«Lhuring the seventies, the economical situarion was
bad, the political siruation was bad, many people wy-
ing to leave ad any risk, I would say. Bur thar did noc
go fior us, we really did nor have thar idea. This is also
happening wich people who are considered o be ab-
solure sympathizerswich the government. Somerimes
you wondered, chis man who his a sympachizer, is a
member of the parry, this and thar, where is he?

Oth, he left? Thar has happened very, very often”

oFirst the very rich, than the middle class, than the

levwr class and now the poor left. For many young peo-
ple, there furare is, how o ger away.

All of my friends, I would noc sy most of them, all of
my friends lefr”

=1t I8 not easy o explain, how the change in belief
happened, for example, anocher story very similar, is
abour che made of currencies, the currency made. Up
o the eighries it was unlowtul w have dollars, if you
had dollars and the government could prove i, peop-
le gor in jail, because they was having dollars, or chey
were rrading dollars and chey gotin jail.

As 2 marrer of fact, there was a store, one of the firsc
dollar svore, the store that handled dollars was in
42nd and Sav, and ar chis place chere was a very big
sign wriring: NO CUBANS ALLOWED?

“My wife was a friend of some foreigners
becanse we belonged o a brirish club, a bri-
tish golf club, we knew some foreigners and
we were friends of them and chey invired
my wife w come with them o there shops
and they rold my wife, don't speak spanish,
becanse you may ger in tronble, becanse she
looks american, she could go with them,
but Cubans were not allowed, there was a
big sign: NO CUBANS ALLOWED. This
was up o the nineries, eighry something, ni-
neties. Then becanse again of the economy
or a change in mind, they decided Cubans
were entitled to have dollars, chiswas a o-
tal change, and all of a sudden, Cubans wer
dealing with dollars, a lor of stores were ope-
ning, were you could buy things in dollars
and in the same rime people were in jail, be-
cause they had dealed wich dollars, unlaw-
| ful with the previous leaeAll of a sudden, o
have dollars was very good to have”

= 1hat was mid by a man char was suppose
ro have not an big culrare, bur the fraise is
inreresting, he said, the problem with com-
munism i, they don't know how o replace
the owner”

= 1here are many ways in which people am
forced o do somerthing and somerimes it
does not look it is by force. This is a story abour forry,
fifty years ago, this happened ar the wery beginning,
For example, when you wenr o one of these, whar
we call neighborhood meerings and you said char
somerhing was wrong or you didn't agree whar was
being done, or things like thar, they didnt punish
you, no they didn't punish you for saying things were
not going well, but then, how you say, nor secrecly, bur
lictle by lirele you were having difficulties”

=For example ar the beginning you wanred o repair
your house, or you need a new mank, or you need a
new pumpy, at the very beginning, ir is nor like char
now, bur in the beginning if you wanted to buy a new
PUMmp, YO Want some CeMent, you want some briggs,
ro do some work in yoor house you had ro depend in
the CDR o ger them, the license, Then, if you got che
license, you were entided o buy i, bur you firsc have
o get the license.

If you were nor in the favor of the system, they didn't
tell you, you could nor ger the license, they said che

license wrere not available, or yon need a warer pump,
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yes, bur there are no pumps here now, bur yon know,
thar some neighbaor, who was a symparhizer did ger
the pump, but you couln’t. 5o, people began to under-
stand thar, if you started o show, thar you didn't ag-
ree with many things then you were having woubles,
and you were having many roubles, perhaps not very
ckearly, bur people undersvood, if they show thar they
are not a sympachizer, they gor in tronbles.

Thar is one way of saying the Cobans are passive, we
have 1o be passive. They realize che things are not wor-
king righr, the are, nor disconrent, bur chey are nor
oprimistic anyway, they are not oprimisc’

wlhe simarion now is changing, Abour all the pro-
blems we have o mainmin the house, w ger things,
o solve things, many problems, because, chey didn't
allow you to do privare work, now they have chan-
ged ir, since a couple of years they ler people
mainrain cthe house, they ler some plambers and
ekcmicians work by there own and chis is one
of the rthings what hawe been changing since a
couple of years, bur only since a couple of years. 1
tell you, improving is very slowly, bur yes, since a
couple of years they are allovwing people o work

in there own jobs?

waince my retiring, justo help my pension, which
is very low, is abour rwenry dollars a monch, I
reach english and thar is one way [ help oy wife.
Since one year, maybe rwro years, no one year, no
more then thar, they decided the university had
o be in a higher level and now they are orying o
force the srudents to have a good knowledge, bur
they don't have the base and now che smudents
having ronhbles, becanse before 92.9%. yon want
believe that, 99.9% past the examen and now, all
of a sudden, only 50% pass the examen, because
they don't have the proper base.

When I weach english and we ralk abour rempe-
racnre, you know when somebody s sick, we ralk
abour the standard celsing degrees, and in unived
stares and in england they use the fahrenheir sca-
le, so [ ask my smdenrs abour the different scales.
Do you kniowr the difference, no I don't have the
slightest idea chey say. By chance, acwhar rempe-
racure water boils, oh eacher [ am sorry [ am not
very good a physics.

I think the governmen ler che level on che universicy
go dowm, bur now theywant oo change it, thar isrighr,
but the students don't have the base because of dhar”™

o i conple of years ago, and old lady, a neighbor of us,
gave me aborre of wine and she rold me how she made
ir. [t was good. irwas a livde bic sweer, buc I am a che-
mist frst, bur second [ was working in a yeast factory
for several years I knew somerthingabour this problem
of fermentarion and keeping things clean, and so on
She gave me rhe receipr, she died abour three years
ago. | make the same wine wich her receipe, perhaps
less sweer and people enjoy tha Ir is nor a grear busi-
ness, bur [ am doing olay. It is rice and sugar, icis nor
properly wine, wine should be made from grapes, ic
is not a refined wine, it is a normal wine, in Cuba, we

don't have grapes, bur i is good”

oion can make wine from fruirs, like pine apple, very
good wine, or papaya, thar will give youn a very good
wine, bur it is very easy char the wine becomes roreen.
When you use fruiws, you can ger a good wine or a
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bad wine, wirh rice and sugar you abways ger the same,
thar is why [ nse rice and sugar, ir is always the same,
it is quier acceprable. [ would sy it is nor grear wine,
bur it is not bad. Wine is not a big business, ir is very
amall, for neighbors, for friends, [ don't go our selling
wine, Just friends come, they know that the wine is
acceprable, and when there is cold weather they come
here, s I don't go our selling wine. Making wine is
not difficulr, making a good wine is another thing™

oo have a election every once and then, bur nobody
wans o be elected, because you have a lor of wonbles
and you can not sobve the troubles and you gee prob-
lems with the people becanse, they well you, there is
this problem, chere is this dithouloy, they all count on
you, whar they call che delegare. The delegare has no

power, many people don't understand char and chey
think the delegare is nor good enough, bur he can not

do anything

wwvell, the problem is chis, how is the election, or how
are the candidares elecred. Well, you come o a neigh-
borhood assembly and you propose, you say, I wancm
proposs somebody as a candidare.

Tell us whar you think abour him, you have o el he
is in good political sanding, he has to be in complere
agreement wich the government, he has to go m vo-
luneer work every week, and so on, and so on.

He has to be a complere symparhizer. 5o, ves we have
election, bur we have o choose berween owo or three

absoluee sympachizers”

»] started to work in the induscrial planning ministry
bur very soon | mansferred o the sugar research ins-
riruee. | was considered a highly qualified rechnician,
becanse of my knowledge, bur chey never allowed me
o be in a high pesition, because of my thinking, nry
polirical liking.

They called me, when ever they had a rechnical prob-

19

lem, but they never gave me an imporance post. For
many, many years, most of my advices was, don't do
this, don't ger involved in doing thar, or do this. My
advices of doing thinks where nor properly smdied.
Most of the dme, [ was rying to wam them, not ro do
something, o not ger in oubles. This has been my
rechnical life unril T retired, abour en years agod

=In the past, sagar was financial in a good shape, the
best jobs belonged o the sugar, bur nor after the re-
volution, after the revolurion, chere was a lor of work
in the sugar business, bur a very low pay, so working,
in the sugar induscry, afrer che revalurion took it over,
was bad. You had to work in facrories away from ciries,
very often in worse condirions as they had before. For
example before, they had good houses for the impor-
rance working people, and for che other chey had
some smaller places, they only used during che
production season, three, four monch. When
the scason was over, the people who owned
good places smyed there, bur they, who was in
a smaller boarding hounse, stopped living there
and some of them had anocher job™

»Lhey gorin the sugar business becanse chey pa-
yed very well, after the revoludon all chis chan-
ged. The big placeswere divided, where perhaps
before was ten people living, the place was divi-
ded for thirry, forty, Afty people. The food was
not good, You had o work ar night, you had
work sarurdays, sundays. The crop was used
lasr thiee, four monch, last now five, six monch,
and amongother thingg, the pay was low, and so
the people got our of the sugar bu siness:

»Before the mvoludon, when the producrion
after the crop stopped, they had a oaro weeks,
o dismantle che facrory and before the crop
started again they had one monch to repair and
insrall all the equipment. The people were wor-
king 45 days in the factory unril the producrion
stopped, 15 days o dismancle and 30 days
reinsrall i and repair, in our days they work all
the year around”

»sugar has being going down, undl now They
let the sugar induscry going down, becanse chey con-
sidered the price of the sugar was very low, and you
kmowr you require oil o transporr the cane from che
field o the facrory. You don't require oil in the fac-
tory, but you require oil for the manspormation, and
the oil increased ir's price, the sugar price was low and
they considered. char sugar was not a good business
and chey ket ir go dowm. From 163 facrories thar we
had, when I was young, now there are only left less
then 50, so it is less then one third. Just in rodays pa-
per ir says, that they orying o do produce more sugar,
growing more cane and they orying ro rebuild che in-
dusmry, bur you can destroy very easily, bur wo rebuild
is not so casy ar all’

«In Tchechoslowaky there is a famous senrence, chey
say, communism is the most cerrain way to come m
capitaliam, bur the most stupid one oo’

=1he reasons for the changes are not dear, especially
since Ranl came in vo power, you sdll can ger prob-
lems, bur generally things are a bir easier”
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Calle Luz
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oA believetherhatthereisnocountryinthe world includinganyandallthe countriesundercolonial domination, whereeconomic
colonization, bumiliation and exploitarion were worse than in Cuba, in part owing ro my couniry s policies during vhe Barista
regime. L approved the proclamazion which Fidel Castro made in the Sierva Maestra, when be justifiably called for justice and
especially yearned to vid Cuba ofcorruprion. Iwill even go furhzer: to some exvent it is as though Barista was vhe incarnation of
anumber ofsins on vhe partofthe Unived Staves. Now we shall bave ra pay for those sins. In the marcer of the Bavista regime, L am
in agreemeny with the first Cuban revolutionarvies. That is perfectly clear. " U.S. President fobn E Kennedy, Ocrober 24, 1963
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joze Miguel Alonso

HAVANNA

, You know, my comrad, I don't enjoy being
a Minister, I would rather play chess like
you, or make a revolution in Venezuela”

In 1962 1 starved working in the ministry of
indusery thar was run by Che, I mer him the-
re.

While I was wairing someone give me so-
mething ro doy I smdied chess. [ was not ex-
acty a master, bur I was agood player.

Because [ had so much rime, nothing o do and my
work was not interstng at all, I ralked abour char
even with Che, becanse once he said ro me, they have
rold me, you are good chess player, bur you are nota
very good worker, why is thar? I said vo Che, my job
is not inweresting bur chess is. [ was a friend of him,
because, we used o play chess, very, very often”

29

=50, ] began using my time o organize some chess
rournaments. Perhaps 1 am good organizer, and we
had, good equipmenrt and we gor some help from the
FOVEITITIENT 100,

Che gor interesmed in playing them. He asked me,
if he could change dares, if he could not play ar one
day, if he could change, and I said of course. 50 he gor
involved in our roumaments and we became friends
then, playving chess. He enjoyed very much playing
quick ches"

=He knew that I was not in favor of the revolodon,
bur he didn't care. We made a lot of jokes, bur almost
only abour chess, we did nor ger involved in polirical
discussions. He was a very sincere man, he spoke very
frankly, he said whar he believed?

»He was a natonal player, he hasn't had much rime
oo study the game, bur he enjoyed the game, and we
spend che nighrs, somerimes six, seven hours, playing
chesa We had a wonderful dme”

»l remember, we wenr to some places ourside the
ministry, for example in che Yara thearer, where we
having my chess rournament and of course che bady-
guard were worried, becanse ther were many people
and o keep securicy was nor easy and Che became an-
gry. becanse they wanred him nor w expose to much,
and he was angry and said, they don't have o care.

I was friends with some of them, and of course they
wereveryworted abour his securityand he didn't like
that”

Che Guevara

wwell, during the famous october crisis, you know chis
was the most dangerons crisis of human history, you
know, the missile crisis, 1962,

It was a difficulr simadon berween che mssian and
the cuban, because the rusian government decided,
o remove the missiles in accordance with the meary
with the united stares and Fidel did nor agree with
thar, he said che missiles were owned be the rosian
army, he did not or he conld not do anything abour
thar, bur he didn't agree, with the rossians making an
agreement wich the americans in which they have w
remove the weapons and che russian wied m casy the
siruation and chey send o Cuba, we callic the eremal
internal number owo Anasms Milkolyan, he was the
number rwo man in Russia since Sralin times, buc he
never mied o be number one, he always remained a
lirke behind. The russian send Milkolyan vo Cuba, ro
speak to Fidel and Fidel did norwant m receive him,
g0 whar they did and this is something whar very fewr
people knowd®

«Diuring this dme [ mceived an instruction from Che
to organize a match, berween the players of the in-
duscry minisory and the russian embassy. [ use o be
the chess organizer, so [ organized the march and we
were around 15 players going ro the russian embassy
and Che was suppose o be one of the veam, bur as we
gort there, somebody rold me, Alonso have to pur
somebody in the place of Che, because he is busy. |
didn’r ask questions and we had someone playing for
Che. Ir was chis, this was the way how they was rying
o ger in conact with Milkolyan ar the embassy.”

»1hiswe learned lawer, Che did not play becanse he
was having a conference with Mikolyan. The excnse
used to meer Mikolyan was nor a politician one, was
thar, they was going ro have a chess march in che ms-
sian embassy.

When we were playing chess, Che and Mikolyan were
discussing che missile crisis”

wBur then Che left, for his polidcal affairs in 1964,
in 1966, Che's problem was a different ype, he was
more interested in foreign policy, not in internal po-
licy, s0 his departure and his problems mally did noc
influence much the policy of che govenment”

=For us, it is very, very, very uncermain. As [ rold you,
the things look like they are improving. very slowly.
In this sysrems you are never sure when chey say they
start doing ic bur all of 2 sudden they change there
mind and this has happened many dmes, so we are

never sare of ing”

=In other counries you oy o ger some wealth, so you
can depend on this wealth when you have no job or
when you retire. In Cuba you can not do thac Even
when some people ger some wealch, chey are never
sure, if they can keep ic”

=J0ME PEars 2 go, peop ke was given the permitm work
on there own, perhaps owning a restanrant, you could
only work with your family, you were nort enticled
hire peaple, bur even so, the government decided you
could nor hold the place any longer. You invested in
buying famirure, or a oven and chings like char, and
after two, three years, the government decided you
could nor run char any longer.

Sowhar is the use of mying ro ger berrer, if you are nor
sure of thar, wharyou have, so the people decided, nor

wrying o ger betwer, they decided o ger away!

=W hen you have no job and even so, wre are a litre bic
berrer of now, we don't know for how long,

I am old, [ am 78, my wife is three years less, we don't
have much furure, we don't have the slighrest idea
what we are going w do, or whar is going o happen.

A friend of me, a priest, once he asked a young man,
whiy is he going mway, he ansarered, because there is no
furare in Cuba.

This is the word, to tell you, there is no securiry, thar
you are not sure thar you can keep whar you have, and
things like char. My friend, the priestsaid, I think he is
wrong, Yer! Cauba does bave a futwre, what Ciba doem't
bave, isa present!

Carverrafions with fore .UI;:TI..::".'I. {fome 78, im Rir foree in
Hararna, where Ae s bore in 1078 gral iy ."r.'l'.rzln_: i alf Ade
five, iowpettfoer suidh fin wile Soine, 75, e morried in 1258

Hivnna, fanuery 2013



playing again a game he played once with Che Guevara
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